
As co-lead of the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) sector in Yemen, together with the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) coordinates and provides first line multi-purpose cash assistance (MPCA) 
to individuals who are newly displaced, affected by disaster or stranded due to the conflict. Through the RRM, a minimum 
package of immediate and most critical life-saving assistance is provided to some of the most vulnerable displaced households. 

At the onset of displacement, this immediate assistance is critical for covering the basic needs of people forced to leave 
their homes and seek safety in other locations, often with little access to basic services.  IOM continues to play a lead role in 
improving cash-based interventions (CBI) across Yemen by co-leading the Cash Consortium of Yemen (CCY). The principal 
aim of the CCY is to reach the most vulnerable households through timely, coordinated, and harmonized MPCA.

IOM’s cash programme supports conflict-affected individuals through rapid CBIs to improve the lives of IDPs, migrants and 
host communities in camps and urban settings. Cash modalities are also integrated into various areas of IOM programming 
to compliment assistance provided. 
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IOM provides MPCA to people at the onset of displacement through the RRM, as well as to those living in protracted 
displacement and situations of conflict-related vulnerability. IOM’s MPCA addresses immediate basic needs through financial 
support that offers flexibility, choice, and dignity to vulnerable households affected by the conflict. The overarching aim 
of MPCA is to address beneficiaries’ needs in a dignified manner while supporting the local economy through rapid cash 
stimulus. 

MULTI-PURPOSE CASH ASSISTANCE (MPCA) 

CBI  CASH-BASED INTERVENTIONS
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34,393
Newly displaced 
households provided 
with multipurpose cash 
assistance (MPCA)

310,968
People reached with 
assistance

8,239
Households provided 
with emergency relief 
items through the Rapid 
Response Mechanism

 https://yemen.iom.int/

A displaced woman receives cash assistance on the west coast of Yemen. © IOM 2022/ Rami Ibrahim 
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IOM CASH ACTIVITIES ARE SUPPORTED BY

IOM’s cash-for-work interventions provide rapid earning 
opportunities to unskilled and semi-skilled individuals — 
with a focus on the inclusion of women — on projects 
designed to improve the living conditions in conflict-affected 
communities. These mainly include the rehabilitation 
of water and sanitation systems, irrigation systems, 
shelter structures, and rehabilitation of basic community 
infrastructure. Cash-for-work is an important modality that 
is integrated into various sectors of IOM programming, such 
as health, CCCM, S-NFI, WASH and protection. 

CASH-FOR-WORK 
Vulnerable communities are supported  with IOM 
provided purchase-vouchers to access clean water, an 
intervention that also supports local vendors who supply 
the communities with water. IOM cash programming also 
contributes to improving access for IDPs to improved 
hygiene and sanitation through the provision of cash-for-
materials and technical training to construct latrines made 
of locally sourced materials. 

CASH FOR WATER AND SANITATION 

Through this programme, IOM will target the most socio-economically vulnerable households among the newly 
displaced populations to meet their critical needs, reduce reliance on negative coping strategies and act as a buffer 
until a full cluster response is activated in the targeted areas. 

IOM’s cash transfer mechanism will be delivered either via static points where existing branches of its financial service 
provider are based or via the provider’s mobile teams to ensure the most flexible and widest coverage possible. At 
the centre of IOM’s cash response is sustained monitoring and assessments, which continue to highlight the criticality 
of cash-based assistance.  

Read stories about IOM’s work providing cash-based assistance: http://yemen.iom.int/stories/   

Newly displaced people in Ma’rib receive RRM kits to cover their basic needs. © IOM 2021/Elham Al Oqabi
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